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The Junction House was a 19th century 

roadhouse located above Crystola on the 

Colorado Springs to Leadville wagon road. 

It provided travelers a respite to spend the 

night and coach companies an opportunity 

to make a  change of horses. A U.S. post 

office was located there as well.  This 

establishment was built and operated by 

George and Esther Sharrock.   

 

George W. Sharrock 

eorge William Sharrock was born 

on November 22, 1825 in 

Yorkshire, England.  He  

immigrated to the United States arriving at 

Ellis Island on October 28, 1847 and was naturalized in October of 1862.  Esther was born in 

1828, also in England. George and Esther resided in New Jersey where Esther gave birth to a 

total of five children, but son George Jr. and 

daughter Evangeline were the only two that 

survived beyond the first 15 months, as was 

common in the days prior to vaccinations. 

George’s obituary stated that the family arrived 

in Colorado in 1863, settling in the Ute Pass area.  

In 18781 he was the owner-operator of the 

Junction House “at the meeting of the Leadville 

and Florissant road and that going to Manitou 

Park”.  At the Junction House the couple kept a 

store and a blacksmith shop and rented out rooms 

and provided meals for weary travelers. The hotel 

was also advertised as a “resort” for tourist and 

invalids. Local folklore tells of Sharrock’s 

trouble with a neighbor when he first 

homesteaded, but I could not find anything to 

validate those tales so I’ll leave that out of this account. 

 
1 Prior to Sharrock’s Junction House, the only stop from Colorado Springs to Fairplay in the Woodland Park area 

was the hotel at Summit Park, owned and operated by W.S. Nichols. Today, the Louie Lynch Ranch is the site of the 

former Summit Park Hotel. 
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The Junction 

House was 10 

miles above 

Manitou 

Springs and sat 

on the 160 acre 

homestead2 of 

George 

Sharrock.  It 

was a frame 

hotel with 12 

guest rooms and 

had a big 80 

foot porch.  It 

was described 

as well finished 

both inside and 

out. On the 

property was a large wood shed, a milk house and cellar, “all under the same roof as the hotel”. 

The front yard was lined with 120 feet of picket fence in front and two large open fire places 

were inside the hotel.  There was stabling for 18 span of horses3 and a loft that held 5 tons of 

hay.  There was an 10 x 28 foot granary and an ice house that held 100 tons with a nearby pond 

that had a 200 ton cutting capacity.  There was a 16 x 25 foot hen house, a “log camp house” that 

measured 16 x 20 feet, a 14 x 24 foot calf house and five corrals with sheds.  There was a good 

well near the stable and a spring near the house.  Fountain Creek was very nearby.   George kept 

18 acres under cultivation and also had good range for cattle. The Junction House was described 

as the best stopping place in the mountains, saying that Sharrock was an energetic man that made 

everyone welcome.  

Because of his age and a desire to retire, in 1880 George completely refurbished the hotel and 

then listed it for sale with a Colorado Springs real estate company. A buyer was not found so the 

Sharrock’s closed the hotel but held on to the property.  The Colorado Midland Railroad started 

passenger service up Ute Pass and through George Sharrock’s 160 acres on July 13, 1887.  This 

may or may not have had a negative impact on the stage stop business at the Junction House, but 

I doubt it helped. The Sharrock’s took out several loans over the years from the Coddington 

Savings Bank of Newport, New Jersey, always putting up the 160 acres and hotel as collateral. 

They bought a house in Green Mountain Falls and opened a grocery store there.  However, in 

August of 1885 Mrs. Sharrock re-opened the Junction House and tried to make a go of it.    

In the fall of 1891 while living in Green Mountain, George was complaining of neuralgia4 in the 

head.  He visited Dr. Engleman and was given a prescription of morphine. News reports say that 

 
2 NE4SE4,S2NE4,NW4NW4, 31-12/68, #339 
3 an obsolete term, a “span” meant a pair of horses, so in this case Sharrock had room for 36 horses 
4 Neuralgia is a sharp, shocking pain that follows the path of a nerve and is due to irritation or damage to the nerve 



George went to bed 

in his room over the 

grocery and took a 

dose of the drug but 

much above the 

required amount.  

The theory at the 

time attributed the 

overdose to his “old age” and “poor eyesight”.  The next morning, on October 1, 1891, his son 

George Jr. found the man lying dead in his bed.  

After the death of George, Mrs. Sharrock tried, but could not keep up with the loan payments to 

the bank. Consequently, four years later on April 29, 1895 their home at Green Mountain Falls 

along with their 160 acre Junction House was foreclosed on and sold. No record of an active 

boarding house could be found after the foreclosure but subsequent owners continued on as a 

working ranch.  

Esther Sharrock lived another fourteen years after George.  She died on June 6, 1905, while 

living in Montrose, Colorado. 

Both Esther and George are 

buried at Crystal Valley 

Cemetery in Manitou Springs. 

Their plot marked with a large, 

weathered headstone. 

Evangeline Sharrock, (1867-

1918) married Albert D. 

McShane in 1887 while living 

in Colorado Springs.  The 

couple farmed north of the 

Springs and were parents of six 

children, three boys and three 

girls.  

 

George H. Sharrock, Jr., (1861-

1943) married Miss Cora Hardy 

and parented two girls and a 

son. George Jr. followed his 

father’s footsteps and made his 

living hoteling and owning 

grocery stores.  At one time he 

had a store in Colorado 

Springs, Green Mountain Falls and up in Cripple Creek. His hotel in Green Mountain was the 

Lake View Terrace. 

 



N.O. Johnson 

After the Sharrock’s defaulted on their $1000 loan 

from the Coddington Savings Bank, a Sheriff’s Sale 

was held on April 29, 1895.  Mr. & Mrs. N.O. 

Johnson, who were friends of the Sharrock’s, 

purchased at that sale the Junction House and its 160 

acres. That sale satisfied the bank that had foreclosed 

on the Sharrock family. 

Norman O. Johnson was born in 1837and raised in 

Chester, Vermont.  In 1858 he married Miss Ellen 

Henry of Claremont, Vt.  They became the parents 

of two sons, Harry and Herbert.  

It was in Chester that he started in the dry goods 

business as a clerk and within six months bought out 

the two owners. He was a very successful man from 

the start. It was because of his ill health that he sold 

the business and relocated to Colorado Springs.  

Johnson arrived in the Springs in the early  1870s 

and immediately, he bought another dry goods store on South Tejon St. at a bankruptcy auction. 

It didn’t take long for Johnson to become one of the most successful business men in Colorado 

Springs. He soon outgrew the Tejon St. building 

and moved to 22 Pikes Peak Avenue.  

N.O. Johnson was the founder of Johnson & Sons 

dry goods stores located in Cripple Creek, Pueblo 

and Colorado Springs. His store in Cripple Creek 

burnt to the ground in the great fire of 1896, but 

he rebuilt. 

At one time Johnson was the vice president of the 

Exchange National Bank in the Springs and a 

director of the Union Gold Mining Company.  

Colorado Springs pioneer Norman O. Johnson 

was one of the very first merchants in the Springs 

and was a very well-known shop keeper in 

Cripple Creek and Pueblo. 

Johnson had been in ill health since June of 1897 

with his asthma which was compounded by heart 

issues.  Because of this, he and Miss Ellen moved 

down to the lower altitude of Pueblo.   



N.O. Johnson died on November 20, 1897 with his wife at his side, while at the Grand Hotel in 

Pueblo. His obituary stated that he was one of the most successful businessmen in the state of 

Colorado.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



M.S. Fishback 

On September 15, 1903, M.S. Fishback bought from the Johnson Estate the Sharrock Homestead  

and all of its original 160 acres. 

McShelby Fishback5 was born in Kentucky on June 10, 1850.  He married Eliza H. Goddard on 

June 18, 1876.  Eliza was born October 23, 1853 in Louisville, Kentucky.  

The Fishback’s were a large family, five girls and four boys, that moved around quite a bit in 

those days.  Both McShelby and Eliza were born in Kentucky, were married in Kentucky and 

four of their first five children were born in Kentucky with their second child born in 

Massachusetts. Their sixth and seventh children were born in Kansas while the two youngest 

were born in Oklahoma.   They were a very close-knit family, seemingly always moving together 

and even living together under the same roof.  

After the death of their oldest 

daughter Helen in Oklahoma, 

the Fishback’s headed west and 

first appeared in the Colorado 

Springs city directory in 1901.  

At that time, M.S. and Eliza 

were living at 124 Hill St.  It 

wasn’t long before adult son’s 

Frank, Joseph, McShelby Jr. 

and Edward joined the family at the same residence. 

With the purchase of the Sharrock homestead, M.C. ran 

cattle on the place. The Sharrock’s entertained and 

would have house party’s with  lots of company, 

complete with a taffy pulls. In October of 1904 son 

Joseph married Abagail Fitch.  An October 20, 1904 

newspaper story says that Joseph bought the ranch and 

cattle from his father and moved his new bride onto the 

property. In 1906 the Fishback Family decided to pack 

up and leave Colorado for Utah where M.C. filed for a 

homestead. Several of his children also homesteaded 

there, all adjacent to their fathers new land. In total, the 

family had just over 800 acres on the Uintah and Ouray 

Indian Reservation which is located in northeastern Utah.      

By 1912 they all ended up in Long Beach, California and 

most are buried there.  

 

 
5 who preferred to be addressed as “Shelby” and signed his name “M.S. Fishback” 



William S. Bates 

On February 1, 1906, Joseph Fishback sold 

the 160 acre ranch to Mr. W. S. Bates.   

Bates was a pioneer rancher from out at 

Calhan with his wife Anna.  He was also a 

successful businessman having owned and 

operated a mercantile and a hotel. At 

Calhan he was the postmaster for many 

years.  

After Anna died in 1906,  W.S. was very 

close to his niece Clarise and her husband 

Samuel Thompson. 

W.S. and Samuel bought a grocery business 

from A.C. Van Galder in Berthoud, Colorado in the spring of 1904 (about May 25, 1904). 

The Thompson’s and Bates moved back to the Calhan area in the spring of 1904 with W.S. 

living with Clarise and Sam.  What they did with their newly purchased store, I do not know. 

I was unable to find much on Mr. William S. (W.S.) Bates, not even when or where he died.  I 

was also unable to find any information at all on what he did with the Junction House when in 

his possession, except for the fact that on April 3, 1912 he sold the full 160 acres to John S. 

Watson. 

John S. Watson 

As with W.S. Bates, not too much is known about 

this new owner of the Sharrock Homestead.  

John S. Watson, was a farmer living in Ellicott, 

Colorado when he bought the Junction House 

property from William Bates on April 3, 1912.  On 

the 20th of January in 1913 and for whatever 

reason, John quit claimed the land to his wife Sadie.   

Sadie keep the property up until August 29, 1917 

when she sold to Lillian M. Starrett.  The warranty 

deed at that time was in the name of both “Sadie 

Watson and J.S. Watson” (#97396, bk188,pg495).  

John was born in 1868 in Vermillion, Kansas. Sadie was born in 1883, in Frankfort, Kansas. 

They were the parents of four children. John died on March 13, 1928 at his home in Ellicott, 

Colorado.  He is buried in his hometown of Vermillion, Kansas.  Sadie remarried 20 years later 

(to LeRoy Stafford) and died on July 10, 1976 in Colorado Springs and is also buried back in 

Vermillion.  



Clyde and Lillian Starrett 

On August 29, 1917, John and Sadie Watson 

sold to Colorado Springs resident Clyde 

Starrett, the Junction House ranch, still 

containing 160 acres. When Clyde bought the 

place, he had the deed drawn up in the name 

of his wife Lillian as he did with many 

business transactions. 

Clyde was one of the leading citizens of 

Macon, Missouri even though his residence 

was almost 60 miles away in Lancaster.  In 

Macon, he worked as a court reporter from 

1889 up until 1900. While in Lancaster, he 

was also the editor of the Lancaster Excelsior 

newspaper. 

On June 6, 1894 he married Lillian Mitchell of 

Lancaster. They were the parents of two 

daughters. Mary was born while still living in 

Missouri in 1895. Elizabeth was born 

unintentionally in Phillipsburg, Kansas in 

1905. By “unintentionally” I mean that as the 

family was enroute to Colorado Springs following a visit back home in Missouri, Elizabeth 

decided it was time to come into the world as they were passing through Phillipsburg.   

It was in 1900 that the Starrett’s moved to Colorado where Lillian, besides raising Mary and later 

Elizabeth, was very active in social events in and around Colorado Springs. Among other things, 

Lillian was mainly interested in the temperance movement.  So much so that in 1931 she was 

elected president of the district Women’s Christian Temperance Union in Colorado Springs. The 

Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was one of the most influential organizations in 

the United States, pushing to ban alcohol. 

When he first arrived in Colorado Springs, Clyde was a deputy clerk of the El Paso County Court 

and from 1902 to 1907 he served as a District Court Clerk.  In 1905 he bought the El Paso 

County Democrat newspaper from T.B. and Nellie Pyles6. In 1910 Starrett was admitted to the 

Colorado Bar and that same year was named police magistrate of Colorado Springs.  He soon 

became a very well-known and prominent attorney in Colorado Springs having his own private 

practice from 1914 to 1930. He was a District Judge in 1931 and 1932 before being elected as 

the District Attorney for El Paso, Teller and Douglas counties.  He was a prominent member of 

the democratic party and a member of the Unitarian church.  

 
6 The Pyles had started out in Florissant, Colorado as owner operators of the Crystal Peak Beacon. 



As DA, Clyde was well known in Teller County as he was accused of turning a blind eye to 

gambling in the 1930s. In fact, in 1936 the Cripple Creek Times-Record ran a front page editorial 

attacking Starrett for his lack of enforcement of gambling laws. In 1938 the Denver Post asked 

why a Grand Jury hasn’t been seated to investigate why Starrett hasn’t prosecuted violators of 

the antigambling laws. 

The Starrett’s kept the Junction House property up until February 21, 1920. After a short illness, 

Clyde died at 68 years of age on August 30, 1940 while in Colorado Springs’ Beth-El hospital.  

Lillian Starrett died on June 28, 1959 at her home in Colorado Springs.  They are both buried at 

Evergreen Cemetery.  

FYI, I live in Lake George and have researched our Park County history for many years.  Clyde 

Starrett has long been known to me as the attorney who represented Mr. Henry Rockett of Lake 

George in 1915.  Henry shot and killed Thomas Mullican on November 26, 1915. Starrett won 

his case and Rockett was acquitted.  However that verdict started a 7 year “war” in the small 

village of Lake George that included the shooting up of the town post office and the total burning 

of the Lake George Hotel in 1922.  That hotel was built by the namesake of our town, George 

Frost. 

 

William and Edith Roberts 

On February 21, 1920, William 

and Lillian Starrett sold to 

William and Edith Roberts the 

entire 160 acre ranch known as 

the Junction House. However, 

from this point the place was 

known as the “Roberts Ranch”. 

The Roberts’ were a very well 

known and respected family in 

the Ute Pass area. 

Edith Belva “Belle” Roberts was 

born in Green Mountain Falls  on 

Januray 4, 1889 to George and 

Eudora Lofland, a Green 

Mountain Falls pioneer family. 

Edith was a member of the Green 

Mountain Falls Community 

Church (todays’ Church in the 

Wildwood) and its Green Mountain Falls Guild. Edith worked very hard every day keeping the 

farmhouse going and raising their three children. 



William Charles Roberts was one of eight children born to Charles and Hannah Roberts (a 

pioneer family of the Woodland Park area) in Winnebago, Illinois on February 10, 1877.  The 

family is listed in the 1885 Colorado census.  The 1900 Federal census lists 23 year old William 

as a teamster, living here with his father Charles.  

It was on November 5, 1905 that William married Edith. The couple were parents to three 

children, Fred (1907-1985), Bessie (1909-1992) and Eudora (1910-1997). The 1910 Federal 

Census as well as his 1918 draft registration card, shows that William lives here and makes his 

living as a farmer. 

William was declared insane sometime in the 

early 1930s and was committed to the Colorado 

State Hospital For The Insane in Pueblo.  

It was on February 15, 1938, that Edith sold via 

a Warranty Deed to Bert Ligon the full 160 

acres for a reported $1625.  However, a 

Conservator’s Deed dated June 2, 1938 shows 

that she sells half interest in the 160 acres to 

Ligon. I can’t explain this, but a title expert 

could.  

William died November 25, 1940 and is buried 

in Woodland Park.  Edith died February 15, 

1971 and is also laying at rest with William in 

Woodland Park.  

 

Bert and Rita Ligon 

As mentioned above, on February 15, 1938, Edith Roberts sold to Bert Ligon the full 160 acres 

for a reported $1625 and on June 2, 1938 a Conservator’s Deed shows that she sells half interest 

in the 160 acres to Ligon. Again, I can’t explain this, but a title expert could. What was known as 

the “Roberts Ranch” is now known as the “Pinestone Ranch”. 

Bert Ligon was born in Kerrville, Texas on February 14, 1896. He was James and Cassandra 

Ligon’s  eldest of eight children.   

In his early teen years, Bert worked as a “Butcher Boy” on the San Antonio and Aransas Pass 

Railroad between San Antonio and Kerrville. FYI, a “Butcher Boy” would board the trains at 

division points, in Berts case, at Kerrville. They go through the cars selling newspapers, books, 

candy, canned beans, fruit, homemade rolls, coffee, cigars and cigarettes. They leave the train at 

the next major stop, again in Berts case. at San Antonio to refill their baskets, and board a 

returning train.  

Bert left Kerrville in 1913 for Electra, Texas where he worked as a “well-shooter”. Oil well 

shooting is a method of increasing production of an oil well using explosives. When the United 



States entered World War I, Bert went back to Kerrville and enlisted in the army.  After his 

discharge he located in Wichita Falls where he became one of the leading and most successful oil 

operators in North Texas. He was the owner of Bert Ligon Oil Company of Wichita Falls.  

Marguerita “Rita” Taylor was born on June 13, 1898 in Quebec, Canada.  She came to the 

Colorado Springs area in 1908.  She attended Colorado Springs High School graduating there in 

1916. Until her marriage on Christmas Day in 1914 to Bert, “Rita” worked as a legal secretary in 

the Springs. Rita’s parents, Maurice and Margaret Taylor, left Canada and came to Colorado 

Springs in 1908 then moved up the Pass to Crystola in about 1909.   

It was shortly after their purchase of 

the Roberts Ranch that Rita’s father 

Maurice, who was a stonemason, built 

the nice stone house on the Old Road, 

just below the old Junction House 

location. 

Bert Ligon died in 1941 at a very 

young 44 years of age.  At that time, 

Rita took over all of their assets 

including the Bert Ligon Oil 

Company. 

On October 25, 1946 Rita sold 

“approximately” seven acres of the 

ranch to James and Mary Wilson. Those acres are the area of the Ute Pass Sand & Gravel Co. 

today.  In reality, the sale was closer to only 5 acres. This was also the start of the 160 acre 

Sharrock Homestead being sold off in pieces.  On the thirteenth of June, 1978 the estate of Rita 

Ligon sold to William Stackhouse III that part of the old Junction House property that is now 

Walmart. 

Rita died on July 15, 2000 at her home in Colorado Springs.  

 

William Stackhouse III  

An investor living in California, Will Stackhouse III was now the owner of large pieces of what 

used to be the Sharrock Homestead.  In both the years of 1995 and 1999, the City of Woodland 

Park’s Master Plan depicted the Stackhouse property as “Big Box” and the City annexed that 

particular 45 acres. Stackhouse held onto the property for about 27 years when for the second 



time, rumors of a Walmart coming 

to Woodland Park started 

circulating.  There was a lot of 

opposition to a megastore coming to 

the area.  Among the main concerns 

were that the store would run all of 

the Mom & Pop stores out of 

business.   

In November of 2004 the City of 

Woodland Park announced that 

Walmart was indeed looking at the 

Stackhouse property.  However, it 

was about a month prior to that 

announcement that a deal had already 

been struck between Stackhouse and 

Walmart. The 45 acres was officially 

sold to the corporate giant on 

October 12th, 2005.   

This started a spirited division within the City between “Pro” and “Con” Walmart citizens. The 

“Pro” people wanted the conveniences while the “Con” warned of crime, litter, traffic and losing 

the “Small Town” atmosphere.  Dozens of “Letters to the Editor” were written.  Editorials were 

written by both the Publisher and Editor of the local paper.  Comments by the Mayor and City 

Council members were in the local papers too. Petitions were passed around and Woodland Park 

even held a special election 

concerning megastores.  



The question of a six month big box 

store moratorium went before the city 

council and was voted down 6-1.  

Then the same question went to the 

voters, so a special election was held 

with a “yes” or “no” question on  

“Should Woodland Park impose a 

moratorium on big box stores”. 

With a 62% turnout, the moratorium 

was soundly shot down nearly 2-1 

which cleared the path for the 

Megastore. The “Pro Walmart” 

citizens won the battle and the wheels 

of change started turning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



With the Stackhouse sale to Walmart, it officially closed the chapter on the Sharrock Homestead 

and Junction House.  The historic Pinestone ranch house, barns, stables, corrals and small arena 

were now on Walmart property.  They were all razed and the retail giant’s box store was erected 

in their place. This completed the new look of Woodland Park, a look that went from “small 

town” to one that is identified as a “strip mall” of box stores and fast food chains, just another 

suburb of Colorado Springs.  

Two footnotes on the Junction House: 

The photo here is from the 

Ute Pass Historical Society’s 

“Discovering Ute Pass”.  It 

very well could be the old 

original barn from the 

Junction House days. Like 

most historical structures in 

the Woodland Park area, it 

was razed, but I can’t 

remember when.    

The house that remains on the 

south end of the  Walmart 

property is the house where 

Freddie and Evelyn Roberts lived when they were first married on May 23, 1931. Two of their 

four children were actually born in this house; Fay Roberts was born there in 1933 and Bonnie in 

1934.  This house was built by George and Eudora Lofland . ---sp 

 

 

 

 

 



November 1, 1881, Sharrock Patent Document 

 

 



December 24, 1885 ROW deed, Sharrock to Colorado Midland Railway Co. 
This granted the CMRR a right of way through the property of George Sharrock  

 

 



April 29, 1895 Trustee Sale of Sharrock to N.O. Johnson 

 



February 1, 1906 Fishback & Fishback to W.S. Bates 

 



April 3, 1912 W.S. Bates to John S. Watson 

 



January 20, 1913 Quit Claim Deed, Watson to Watson 

 



August 29, 1917  J.S. & Sadie Watson to Lillian Starrett 

 



February 21, 1920 Lillian Starrett to William & Edith Roberts 

 



February 15, 1938 Edith Roberts to Ligon  

 



June 2, 1938 Edith Roberts to Bert Ligon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 25, 1946  Rita Ligon to James W. Wilson 

 

 



September 28, 1976  Estate of Rita Ligon appoints  

1st National Bank as her personal Representative  

 



June 13, 1978 1st National Bank  to Will Stackhouse III  

 



Apr 15, 1981  1st National Bank  to Will Stackhouse III Trustee Deed 

 

 



Will Stackhouse III to Walmart

 



 



 



 



 



 


