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   In dramatic fashion, The Denver Post’s headline on Monday, 
June 30, 1902 announced news of the Colorado Midland  
Railroad wreck at Cascade. Colorado Midland Excursion Train #8 
was eastbound after spending the day at Cripple Creek and was 
headed back to Colorado Springs with nearly 400 people 
aboard. A passenger rate war that had been in effect for seven 
months between the railroads traveling between Colorado 
Springs and Cripple Creek had been resolved, the rates to  
increase beginning July 1. As a result, the train was crowded 
with excursionists who wanted to take advantage of the lower  
rate. The train was in the charge of engineer John Stevens and 
conductor Benjamin Beynon. The fireman was John Groom. 
   The wreck happened about a mile west of Cascade at   
Culver’s Siding (current site of Bust, CO.). It was named after a 
pioneer in this area. The special excursion train from Cripple Creek was traveling at a fairly high speed.  
According to the Post and other newspapers, the site was the last place anyone would think a wreck would 
occur. It was a straight piece of track with no obstructions to the engineer for about a mile, and the grade 
was slight. The conclusion was that the wreck was obviously caused by excess speed and a poorly main-
tained track which caused the rail to break. 
   The train consisted of ten cars, all which derailed down an embankment. At 10:10 a.m. the engine passed 
over the west switch, and the first rail broke only 18 inches from the end. The baggage car left the tracks and 
rolled completely over, landing upright 30 feet north of the tracks. The second coach went flying end over 
end, while the third coach was driven through the length of the second “reducing it to kindling wood” and 
killing Mr. Francis M. English, who was strangled by having his head pinned between two seats in the Pull-
man. The fourth and fifth cars were twisted and torqued, and the last cars were simply derailed. 
   Many other passengers were injured, with three or four not expected to live. Mary O’Rourke, age 13 from 
Victor, lost an arm. She went on to live in the Pikes Peak region for several more years, and became a school 
teacher. Continued on page 4 
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Available Now at the Ute Pass Historical Society Gift Shop 

2019 Ute Pass Pictorial Calendar 
$12 + tax 

2019 Calendar Green Mountain Falls Edition   
$12 + tax 

   UPHS Gift Shop is located at  
231 E. Henrietta Avenue, Woodland Park 

Gift Shop hours are 10 to 3,  
Wednesday through Saturday, year round 

 

Special thanks to our awesome volunteers for their hard 
work restoring some of our wagons around town:  
Rick McVey, Karla Schweitzer, Pat Hyslop, Karen Gilliam; 
Paint and supplies provided by Foxworth-Galbraith 

Pioneer Garden 
thanks to Julie 
Snyder and Lisa Huff 
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Thanks to our Amazing Volunteers! 

 
Larry Black * Jack and Mary Ann Davis  
 Nancy and Paul Desilets * Claudia Eley  

 Donna Finicle * Karen Gilliam * Suzie Graf  
 Pat Hyslop * Jane Lass * Paul Loyd * Rick McVey  

Betty Merchant * Jason Pearce  
 Dale and Judy Perkins * Michelle Petrazzoullo  

 Steve and Kim Plutt * Tim Rhatigan  
 Mel and Sally Riley * Jean Rodeck   

Renee Rowcliffe * Ted and Karla Schweitzer  
Wayne Stewart * Jean Taylor   

Jon Woods * Fred Zobel 

Thank you to ... 
Our new and renewing  

Family and Associate  Patrons 

 
Lisa Bonwell and John Bell 

Christine Hansen  
 Desiree Perkins  

 Kathi Pilcher 

 
Our Benefactor Patrons 

 
Chipita Park Association 

Mary Lou Penny 

 
 

Special thanks to our 
Historical Club Patrons 

 
Larry Black 

Christian Keesee Charitable Trust 
IREA Board of Directors 

Paul Loyd 
Oklahoma City Community Foundation 

Peak Internet 

 
And UPHS recognizes our  

Honorary Lifetime Patrons 

 
Larry Black * Paul and Patricia Crowson  

 Jack and Mary Ann Davis * Donna Elder  

 Claudia and Jim Eley * Donna Finicle  

 Anne Foster * Marg Ed Kwapil  

 Sandy and Daniel Lampe  

Gary and Anna Litchenberg * Betty Merchant   

 Mel McFarland * Louisa Moore  

George and Jeanne Parkhurst * Claude Wiatrowski  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Potato Soup Supper 
Sponsored by the Ute Pass Historical Society  
& Pikes Peak Museum 
Friday, Oct. 26th, 5:30 p.m. 
Pikes Peak Community Club 
11122 Hwy. 24, Divide, CO 
Doors open at 5:30; program begins at 6:30. 
Steve Plutt, long-time resident of the Ute Pass area 
and UPHS member, presents a program  
Farming and Sawmills in the Developing Divide Area. 
The program includes historical images and first hand 
recollections 
Tickets are $5 at the door. 
Meal consists of potato soup, salad, roll, drink and  
dessert. 
For more info, call 719.686.7512 or check our 
Website: UtePassHistoricalSociety.org 
 

Olde-Fashioned Christmas Open House  
Saturday, December 1st, noon until 3:00 p.m. 
UPHS History Park, 231 E. Henrietta Avenue, 
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   Dr. H.P. Packard of Gillett, Colorado was on the train. “He did most heroic and efficient service before the 
physicians and relief supplies could be sent…”. A car with fifteen doctors arrived promptly, and the injured 
were transported to a hospital in Colorado Springs.  
   Mr. English was a well known and respected man in the area in and around Colorado Springs, Denver and 
Woodland Park. Fifty four years old at the time of his death, he was born in England and studied music in 
Belgium and France. Later, he also earned a degree and passed the bar from St. John’s college, Oxford.   
   After Oxford, he went to Honolulu, Hawaii, where he lived several years and was the private secretary to 
Queen Liliʻuokalani. George English was the author of the Queens famous proclamation that she read to the 
American people just before she was dethroned and overthrown by the United States. He met and married 
his wife in Honolulu.  
   Mr. English was the long time organist at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Colorado Springs. He had a dual 
residency, one at 16 E. Boulder Street in Colorado Springs and a summer home in Woodland Park. Mr.  
English boarded the train at the station in Woodland Park, which was the last time he saw his wife. 

Thanks to Steve Plutt for writing and sharing this story with UPHS.   

Culver Siding 

Apple Zucchini Bread for a Crowd or for Sharing 
       Makes 3 loaves, 16 slices per loaf 

Ingredients 
·       4 cups all-purpose flour        
·       1 tablespoon baking soda 
·       1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon      
·       1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
·       1/4 teaspoon salt 
·       5 large eggs 

·       1-1/2 cups vegetable oil 
·       2 cups sugar 
·       1 cup packed brown sugar 
·       1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
·       2 cups shredded unpeeled zucchini 
·       1 cup shredded peeled apples 
·       1-1/2 cups chopped pecans 

·       In a large bowl, combine flour, baking soda, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt. In another bowl, beat eggs. 
Add oil, sugars and vanilla. Pour over dry ingredients; mix well. Stir in zucchini, apples and pecans (batter 
will be stiff). Spoon into three greased 8x4-in. loaf pans. Bake at 350° for 50-55 minutes or until done. Cool 
in pans for 10 minutes before removing to a wire rack to cool completely. 
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Tidbits 
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Ute Pass Historical Society 
& Pikes Peak Museum 

P.O. Box 6875 
Woodland Park, CO 80866-6875 

Dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of Ute Pass families and communities since 1976 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Telephone:  719.686.7512 
      

  Email: uphs@utepasshistoricalsociety.org 
Website: utepasshistoricalsociety.org 

 

UPHS is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization 
 

                       THANK YOU! 

The Ute Pass Historical Society’s Board of 
Directors is grateful to our loyal patrons  

and enthusiastic volunteers. Without your 
generous financial contributions and  

dedicated volunteer service, we would not 
exist.  Thanks to all of you for supporting our 
mission to preserve and share the history of 

the families and communities of the Ute 
Pass area of Colorado.   

It is an honor to serve you! 

 
2018 Board of Directors 

 
Donna Finicle, President 

Jon Woods, Treasurer 
Suzie Graf and Jane Lass, Secretaries 

Paul Loyd, Board Member 
Michelle Petrazzoulo, Board Member 

Jean Rodeck, Board Member 
Pat Hyslop, Board Member 

Tim Rhatigan, Board Member 
Sally Riley, City Liaison 

 
Committee Chairpersons 

 
Finance and Budgeting: Paul Loyd and Jon Woods 

Collections Manager/Curator: Karla Schweitzer 
Research/Inquiries: Larry Black and Jean Taylor 

Oral Histories: Larry Black   
Photo Librarian and Sales: Paul Loyd 

Webmaster: Karen Gilliam 
Newsletter/Patronage: Judy Perkins 

Watch for your 2019 UPHS Renewal Form in your December Newsletter! 


